We present the detection of He ii sources in the Im galaxy NGC 1569 from HST WFPC2 imagery. Out of the fifteen detections, seven were Wolf-Rayet stars, five were stellar clusters with associated He ii emission, and three were sources of unknown origin. The detected Wolf-Rayet stars' colors and magnitudes are similar to Large Magellanic Cloud late-type WN stars. The physical origin of the other He ii sources are discussed. We conclude that the equivalent of 51±19 WNL stars have been detected in NGC 1569, and we have estimated the total WolfRayet population in NGC 1569 as 78±51. These numbers are compared with the Wolf-Rayet stellar populations in the SMC, LMC, Milky Way, and other starburst galaxies relative to their luminosities, dynamical masses, and ionized gas masses.
Introduction
Evidence of large numbers of Wolf-Rayet (WR) stars in galaxies serves as a tracer of recent starbursts. The locations of WR stars indicate where star formation occurred 10 Myr ago and where OB stars of mass 20 M ⊙ evolved to this state (e.g., Schaerer et al. 1999 and references therein) . From the numbers and locations of such stars, one -3 -can determine the starburst properties and can study the kinematical and morphological impact the starburst has on the interstellar medium (ISM). Such studies are particularly important in dwarf irregular galaxies because of their low escape velocity (∼ 100 km s −1 ; Drissen, Roy, & Moffat 1993) . Because starburst galaxies have large star formation rates (e.g., log Σ SFR ≈ −0.8 M ⊙ yr −1 kpc −2 ; Kennicutt 1998), the number of massive stars is enhanced. With the detection of massive WR stars in these disturbed systems, it is possible to correlate the morphology of the gas (both H i and H ii) and the recent star formation history.
NGC 1569 is a nearby (D = 2.2±0.6 Mpc; Israel 1988) Im galaxy that has been well-studied over the last 20 years. Two prominent, stellar-like features are located at the center of this galaxy, which are thought to be super-star clusters (SSCs; cf. Prada, Greve, & McKeith 1994) formed in a starburst 2-10 Myr ago (González-Delgado et al. 1997) . It is speculated that they will evolve into globular clusters. Recent results suggest that SSC A is two stellar clusters superimposed on one another (De Marchi et al. 1997) . Identifying 45 clusters within NGC 1569, Hunter et al. (2000) determined their ages which range from 2
Myr to 1 Gyr, and they found a subconcentration of clusters, including SSC A, had an age of 4-5 Myr old.
From multiwavelength studies the gaseous morphology of NGC 1569 shows evidence of high supernovae activity. Several studies using optical interference-filter imagery of the ionized gas show evidence of an eruptive event which occurred in the galaxy's past (Hodge 1974; de Vaucouleurs, de Vaucouleurs, & Pence 1974; Waller 1991; Hunter, Hawley, & Gallagher 1993; Devost, Roy, & Drissen 1997) . Kinematics of the ionized gas that were studied by Tomita, Outa, & Saitou (1994) showed the expanding gas moves at speeds from 10 to 100 km s −1 . Heckman et al. (1995) found that the optical filaments at distances of 2 kpc from the center of the galaxy are traveling over 200 km s −1 . In the infrared, -4 - Hunter et al. (1989) observed the dust radiating warmer at 60-155 µm, which is explained by the starburst's strong radiation field, than dust in similar, irregular galaxies. Radio observations also show relics of the eruptive starburst. Israel & de Bruyn (1988) deduced a high frequency cutoff at 8±1 GHz, which they attributed to a decrease in relativistic electron injection about 5 Myr ago. Observations of H I (Reakes 1980; Israel & van Driel 1990; Stil & Israel 1998) revealed that the distribution of neutral hydrogen is a clumpy ridge or disk surrounded by arms which mimic the Hα arms seen in the optical. An H I hole was detected surrounding the SSCs and was formed after the starburst (Israel & van Driel 1990) . The distribution of the global CO emission is similar to the H I distribution (Young, Gallagher, & Hunter 1984) . High resolution CO maps show large (compared to ones in the Galaxy) giant molecular clouds surrounding the SSC A H I hole (Taylor et al. 1999 ). Finally, ROSAT PSPC and HRI images show an extended soft X-ray component perpendicular to the major axis of the galaxy (Heckman et al. 1995; Stevens & Strickland 1998) . ASCA images of a hard X-ray source inside NGC 1569 were interpreted as either low-mass X-ray binaries or young supernova remnants (Della Ceca et al. 1996) .
The consensus of these studies is that a starburst occurred approximately 10 Myr ago. This event (of unknown origin) produced SSC A and B. However, companions found around dwarf irregular systems are common (e.g., Taylor et al. 1995) . Stil & Israel (1998) have found a 7×10 6 M ⊙ companion 5 kpc from NGC 1569, which makes it a possible explanation for what triggered the starburst. There are large numbers of OB and/or WR stars in the two clusters and the surrounding field. Because of the numbers of massive stars and their rapid evolution (first giving rise to stellar winds and then supernovae), the galaxy underwent a pronounced kinematical and morphological change, even disruption, during the past several Myr. Evidence suggests that the supernova ejected material will escape the galaxy and will enrich the intergalactic medium.
-5 -Previously, evidence of WR stars in NGC 1569 came primarily from spectroscopic studies. Using this method, WR stars were located in the ring nebula to the far East in the galaxy (Drissen, Roy, & Moffat 1993) , in SSC A (González-Delgado et al. 1997) , and elsewhere within NGC 1569 (Ho, Filippenko, & Sargent 1995; Martin & Kennicutt 1997 ).
However, Kobulnicky & Skillman (1997; hereafter KS97) found that most of the galaxy's
He ii λ4686 emission was nebular and their slit locations covered some of the regions where WR stars were previously detected. Ground-based narrow-band λ4686 filter imagery of NGC 1569 was attempted with little success in finding WR stars (e.g., one stellar knot with a light He ii λ4686 excess; Drissen, Roy, & Moffat 1993) .
With the improvement of spatial resolution of the Hubble Space Telescope over ground-based instruments, it is possible to study the morphology of the ionized gas with higher detail and locate weak stellar He ii emission-line sources. In this paper, new HST WFPC2 F469N filter images are presented in an attempt to locate WR stellar activity and to confirm the previous WR detections. The observations and data reduction are presented in §2 with the basic results of that analysis given in §3. Discussion of the implications of our findings is given in §4. In §5 a summary of our findings and concluding remarks are made.
Observations and Reduction
WFPC2 images of NGC 1569 were taken 23 September 1999 for the Cycle 8 program, GO-8133. NGC 1569 was oriented in two of the wide-field chips (WF2 & WF3) of the camera with a nearby 10 th magnitude star placed out of the field of view (see Figure 1 ). These data were recalibrated using the best reference files and the new STScI "on-the-fly" calibration (OTFC) system. OTFC images gave the same image statistics over the wide-field chips compared to the manually calibrated ones. Additionally, we used OTFC processed archival WFPC2 imagery of NGC 1569 from the Cycle 6 programs GO-6111 and GO-6423, which were primarily broadband images in UBVR. Please refer to Greggio et al. (1998) for more details on the GO-6111 imagery and to Hunter et al. (2000) for discussion of the GO-6423 imagery. Table 1 has observational parameters for these data as well.
The GO-6111 data were dithered by a few pixels for a subset of four exposures. These images needed to be aligned with respect to one another, which was done using standard IRAF 2 applications. For all images, cosmic rays were best removed by using the STSDAS package crrej. The cosmic ray removed images were then rotated (in the case of the Cycle 6 data) and aligned with respect to the Cycle 8 F547M image. The F502N and F469N
images were continuum subtracted. The total counts of several bright field stars were determined in the F547M, F502N, and F469N images. Average ratios of the emission line to continuum total counts for these stars were found, scaled to the F547M image, and the new F547M image was subtracted from each interference-filter image. This process was iterated until the field stars were subtracted out, and the residuals were at average levels of the background noise. Drissen et al. (1999) With the calibrated He ii image, we determined whether the He ii emission was due to a WR star, nebular source, or associated with a stellar cluster. All pixels with counts over 3 times the deviation in the background (3σ) in the F469N image were noted as possible detections. Each pixel with apparent emission was carefully checked in the individual F469N exposures to see whether the location had been struck by a cosmic ray, warm pixel or defect which might account for it being high. There was also the possibility that the pixel had a blemish in the continuum image which also might account for it being high. If a pixel location was in any of these categories, it was thrown out. What remained after this rejection process was considered a "good" detection.
Each pixel that met the above criteria was superimposed on the F502N and F555W
images. We determined from the superposition whether a good detection's location corresponded to a bright, point-like source in one or both of the images. The detections meeting the requirement of being a point source in F502N but no corresponding point-source -8 -in F555W were not found in our search. If the good detection had a corresponding point source in F555W but not in F502N, it was labeled S (for stellar sources) or C (for cluster sources). If the good detection was not associated with any point source in either of the images, it was labeled U in the figures and tables below.
For the S and C sources, the He ii flux and WFPC2 B and V magnitudes were calculated. WFPC2 B magnitudes were not measured for some sources because the GO-6111 images did not cover some He ii locations, or the corresponding point in the F439W image had low signal-to-noise. Our magnitude and search criteria were based on the IRAF procedure apphot. The He ii pixel location of each S source was chosen as the starting position for the brightest pixel search in the B and V images. The search radius was restricted to within 2 pixels of the He ii location. The apertures for the stellar sources were 2 pixels because most of the He ii pixels were concentrated in the crowded stellar region of the galaxy. Background counts were taken from an annulus that was one pixel outside the aperture. The number of pixel centers found within the 2 pixel aperture were counted and the total number of counts was computed. The He ii flux was found by using the same IRAF program and parameters, and the total counts were converted to an absolute flux.
The same procedure was used in the case of the C sources, except the aperture was set to a larger value. Looking at the F555W images, one visually inspected the maximum radius of each cluster, and the average radius was 5 pixels. SSC A was set at 10 pixels, and the background annulus was appropriately expanded. Only the He ii flux was found for the U sources, although the procedures were the same as for the S sources.
The absolute emission line fluxes and BV magnitudes presented in Tables 2 through   4 have not been corrected for reddening. Devost, Roy, & Drissen (1997) infer line-of-sight extinction due to the Galaxy in the direction of NGC 1569 is E(B-V) = 0.50 (A V = 1.6 mag), and the mean intrinsic extinction of NGC 1569 is E(B-V) = 0.20 (A V = 0.6 mag). We -9 -will adopt these values for this study. Using these numbers along with the extinction curve from Seaton (1979), we found the f(λ) value of 0.042 for He ii and the reddening correction of 11.8. To correct the V and B magnitudes, a value of 28.9 mag must be subtracted to produce an absolute magnitude. This number was computed using the equation
where D is the adopted distance to NGC 1569, A V is the visual extinction and V is the WFPC2 F555W magnitude measured. Please note that the magnitudes are F555W and F439W magnitudes based on the STScI "Vega" system and are not true Johnson B and V magnitudes.
Imagery Results
Several candidates were found, which can be characterized into three categories. There are seven He ii sources which are associated with a stellar source (hereafter, labeled S), five with a cluster (labeled C), and three which are found to have none of the above but are real
He ii sources (labeled U). Figure 2 shows the locations of the S, C, and U sources (circles) with respect to the rest of the galaxy. The underlying gray-scaled image is F555W (net exposure time = 930 s) from GO-6423.
Figures 3 and 4 show "postage stamp" enlargements of each individual S source, Figure   5 shows each C source, and the U sources are found in Figure 6 . The gray-scaled image is the F555W image and the contours are He ii for that particular source. Each F555W image has been smoothed using the IRAF command magnify. This has made the images more presentable. However, the small continuum sources are too blurred in some cases to see. The contours are set at 60%, 40%, 20%, and 10% of the peak He ii flux in all C sources excluding C3 and are set at 100%, 80%, 60%, and 40% in C3 and all S and U sources. All 
Discussion

Global Properties of Sources
We now compare our absolute magnitudes and colors of the NGC 1569 WR stars (S sources; Table 2 -11 -(1998) , and all other S sources are 1σ outside of this value. Massey & Hunter (1998a) find that 30 Doradus has several O3If* stars which were thought to be WN stars in previous surveys. These stars also emit He ii and have absolute visual magnitudes similar to our S sources. However, the He ii equivalent width of Of stars is typically around 5-10Å (Nota et al. 1996) , and Crowther & Dessart (1998) in the spectra around SSC B and Kobulnicky and Skillman (1997; cf. their Figure 1 ) have spectra over these locations and over most of the stellar sources listed here. They find nebular He ii in those spectra only. This leads us to suspect that some of the point sources and He ii emission are coincidental, or that the star is photoionizing the interstellar medium to produce He ii. However, Conti (1999) brings up a valid point in that some starburst galaxies with the same age do not show WR stars and this could be explained by the fact that continuum dilution of the background starlight could mask over the broad, faint WR emission lines. Since these spectra came from ground-based observatories and the slit used -12 -in both papers was wide (≥ 1. ′′ 5), it is possible that continuum dilution overwhelmed the He ii emission from these WR stars in one or both cases. Finally, the Wolf-Rayet star spectroscopically discovered by Drissen & Roy (1994) is our S7.
Four of the clusters are also found (see Figure 2 ) in the largest region of star formation.
One cluster is on the Eastern outskirts of the large star formation region. The four clusters within the starburst show both red stars and WR stars (see Figure 5 ). The reason we know that there are red stars comes from Drissen et al. (1999) . They reported that F469N -F555W would produce "holes" where red stars were, and typically there are "holes" at the center of each cluster. Thus, the red stars are separated from the He ii emission. This was first reported in De Marchi et al. (1997) as a superposition of two clusters which make up SSC A. In Figure 1 of their paper, they label the West cluster SSC A1 and the East SSC A2 (the orientation of their figure and ours is roughly the same; see our C4 in Figure 5d ).
SSC A1 is slightly redder than SSC A2. In our He ii contours, this splitting is also seen. We find that SSC A2 is where the strongest He ii emission is while SSC A1 is centered around the "hole" in the He ii contours. This detection of red supergiants along with Wolf-Rayet stars has been well reported in the past and is consistent with the evolution of massive stars (e.g., Massey 1999).
The locations of the "unknown sources" are plotted in Figure 2 . The three U sources surround SSC A. This region is filled with He ii emission which is similar in surface brightness and may be related to stellar wind-shocks, or even supernova(e). Therefore, it is likely that these He ii emissions are nebular in origin. Using the Galactic and LMC He ii luminosities above, we see that the He ii emission of the unknown sources is comparable (see our Table 4 ).
-13 -
Notes on Individual Sources
Below, comments are given on each of the detections that were reported in Tables 2   through 4 The He ii emission is comparable to Galactic and LMC WR stars.
S7 - Figure 4c -The WR star found spectroscopically by Drissen & Roy (1994) . It is at the larger, brighter source of continuum light in the F555W image. As was stated in their article, the ring nebula was probably the result of the stellar wind from the WR star and its progenitor. There are other point sources inside the bubble which could be associated with the nebula as well and therefore, helped to contribute to the shell's expansion. KS97's spectra also cover this region which they find only nebular emission. However, if one assumes that all the emission is from WR stars and using the same average emission of a WNL star, the number of WNL equivalents is two. This is not classified as a detected cluster in Hunter et al. (2000) .
-15 -C4 - Figure 5d -SSC A. González-Delgado et al. (1997) report the finding of 25-40 WNL equivalent stars in SSC A. However, if one uses our numbers and assumes that all the emission is from WR stars, the number of WNL equivalents is ∼50. This number is larger than their estimate and suggests that there is some nebular component (with a maximum area of 0.823 arcsec 2 ) that we cannot separate in this study. However, continuum dilution of the broad λ4686 emission line might be a problem in the González-Delgado et al. (1997) spectra. Thus, the number must be somewhere between the two numbers, probably nearer their estimate. This is cluster A in Hunter et al. (2000) and our M F 555W magnitude agrees with theirs given the uncertainties in both measurements. U2 - Figure 6b -The cluster to the North (V = 18.1; B-V = 0.63) of U2 has a large population of red stars. Thus, this He ii emission might be related to the group of stars just like the situation in the clusters. Therefore, it is possible that one WR star is adjacent to the cluster. However, since no star is seen its nebular origin is more realistic (with an area of 0.0198 arcsec 2 ). 
On the Origin of Nebular He ii in NGC 1569
The presence of nebular He ii outside of planetary nebulae is rare because few thermal sources produce enough photons with energies > 54 eV. Garnett et al. (1991) . Schaerer & Vacca (1998) modeled strong nebular He ii due to massive stars in the early starburst phases. These models have been subsequently updated (Schaerer 2000) . Using the I(He ii 4686)/I(Hβ) ratios from KS97 (their Table 2 ; values of 8×10 −3 and 1.2×10 −2 ) and Figure 8 from Schaerer (2000) , we conclude that the burst age must be 3-4 Myr old. This is in fair agreement with the younger age of the two-stage burst proposed by González-Delgado et al. (1997) and the recently calculated ages of SSC A and surrounding clusters (Hunter et al. 2000) .
The second mechanism for the formation of He ii is shock excitation such that the strength of the nebular He ii depends on the velocity of the shock: (V shock ≈ 120 km s −1 ; Garnett et al. 1991) . If shocks were present, bright [O iii] emission would be at the same location which may have been seen for C3. At this time, based on our limited imagery, shocks cannot be considered a viable source. Photoionization by X-rays is the final, alternative explanation for nebular He ii. Pakull & Angebault (1986) found that nebular He ii was produced around the black hole candidate binary LMC X-1. Della Ceca -17 -et al. (1996) state that NGC 1569's hard X-ray spectra is due to the two bright X-ray point sources located in the ROSAT high resolution imager data. These sources could be interpreted as low-mass X-ray binaries or young supernova remnants. Future X-ray images would resolve whether these point sources are X-ray binaries and coincident with some of the He ii sources stated here. Chandra observations of this object were taken May 2000, and we will have to wait and see whether this hypothesis is valid. Preliminary findings of the Chandra data do not show X-ray binaries coincident with any of our He ii sources (Kobulnicky 2000) .
Estimate of the Total Number of Wolf-Rayet Stars in NGC 1569
It was unlikely that we detected all WR stars within NGC 1569, since many are "blurred" into SSC A, and this method principally detects WN stars. We derived a total number of detected Wolf-Rayet stars from our data to be 51±19. This was primarily based on the equivalent number of WNL stars in the C sources. For deriving the minimum number of WR stars in NGC 1569, we assumed that all He ii emission in the C sources was nebular unless previously identified as due to WR stars. Then, we took the minimum number of equivalent WNL stars of SSC A (25; González-Delgado et al. 1997 ) and the individual WR stars found in this paper (7). For the maximum number of WR stars in NGC 1569, we assumed that all He ii emission in the C sources was due to WR stars.
Because we did not know exactly what type of WR stars produce the He ii emission, we determined the equivalent number of WNL stars within each cluster. The total flux of a C source was converted to a luminosity, divided by the average He ii luminosity of a WNL star (using 1.7×10 36 ergs s −1 from Vacca & Conti 1992) , and the number (truncated to an integer) gave the equivalent number of WNL stars for that C source. This was discussed in Section 4.2, which gave the equivalent number of WNL stars for each C source. Thus, -18 -we took the maximum number of equivalent WNL stars of SSC A (50; this paper), the equivalent number of WNL stars in the other C sources (12) and the individual WR stars (7) to arrive at our detected number and range.
If we assume that all the nebular He ii is produced from the ionizing continua of massive stars, then we can estimate the total number of WR stars in NGC 1569. Using the values of I(He ii 4686)/I(Hβ) from KS97 along with the updated Figure 9 from Schaerer (2000), we can determine the total number of stars. In the last section, we discussed a Schaerer & Vacca (1998) were corrected for an error in the normalization of the fluxes from WR atmosphere models. Using the old Figure 9 of Schaerer & Vacca (1998) , the ratio of WNL/Total WR stars was 0.3±0.3 which gave an estimated total WR number of 160±60. This amount of WR stars is similar to the number of observed WR stars in the LMC. Whereas, the updated model gives a total number closer to the detected amount.
Comparisons with Other Galaxies
It is useful to compare the estimated numbers of WR stars in NGC 1569 with those for similar galaxies as a function of galaxy properties such as luminosity, total mass (dynamical), and ionized gas mass. This we do in Figures 7-9 . The data used in the production of these figures came from several sources. References where we obtained the number of WR stars in the various galaxies were the following: Massey et al. (1992) ; Vacca & Conti (1992) ; van der Hucht (1996); Izotov et al. (1997) ; Massey & Johnson (1998b) ; Bransford et al. (1999); Breysacher, Azzopardi, & Testor (1999) ; Drissen et al. -19 -(1999) ; van der Hucht (1999); Guseva et al. (2000) . Absolute magnitudes were readily available in several papers (de Vaucouleurs & Pence 1978; Thuan & Martin 1981; Bergvall & Olofsson 1986; Thronson et al. 1990; Kobulnicky et al. 1995; Guseva et al. 2000) and the NASA/IPAC Extragalactic Database. However, limited data could only be found on the total (dynamical) masses (de Vaucouleurs 1960; Burns & Roberts 1971; Cottrell 1976; Loiseau & Bajaja 1981; Thuan & Martin 1981; Jackson et al. 1987; Dufour & Hester 1990; Taylor et al. 1993; Kobulnicky et al. 1995; Stil & Israel 1998; Wilkinson & Evans 1999) and ionized hydrogen masses (Viallefond & Goss 1986; Dufour & Hester 1990; Sivan et al. 1990; Thronson et al. 1990; van den Broek et al. 1991; Waller 1991; Vacca & Conti 1992; Walterbros & Braun 1994; Kennicutt et al. 1995; Mendez et al. 1999; Guseva et al. 2000) .
Since there are so many sources and different combinations of data for the ordinate and abscissa values, we have not labeled the various data points with different symbols. Because bars of a majority of the points come from using the absolute photographic magnitude (M pg ) from Guseva et al. (2000) . We are assuming that their M pg is ±1 of M B . From the -20 -figure, one finds a well defined linear correlation between the logarithm of the WR stellar count and absolute blue magnitude for a majority of the Wolf-Rayet galaxies. This is not surprising, for one would expect a correlation between the blue luminosity and the number of WR stars, since WR stars and their O progenitors dominate the blue luminosity of star-forming galaxies. However, both NGC 1569 points are found below the general trend, which could be due to either (a) NGC 1569 is a post-starburst galaxy for which most of the recently formed massive stars have already evolved through the WR phase, or (b) our estimated number of WR stars in NGC 1569 is too low (i.e., no one has detected WC stars in NGC 1569). We suspect that (a) is the more likely reason, and that the SMC might be a similar post-starburst system since the numbers of WR stars in it are rather accurately known. Such might not be the case for estimates of WR stars in the Milky Way and NGC 2403 spirals, which are galaxies likely to have a more uniform recent star formation rate than starbursting irregulars. Figure 8 is a plot of the number of WR stars versus total mass of galaxies, using a more limited number of good data available in the literature, and Figure 7 ordinate error bars are used here for the correlated data. This graph, albeit quite sparse on good data for the galaxy masses, suggests that total galaxy mass is not a good tracer of the observable number of WR stars in galaxies. This is not surprising since the total galaxy mass includes dark matter, which does not relate directly to recent star formation, and the number of WR stars seen in a galaxy depends critically on the recent star formation efficiency. Star formation efficiency would possibly make a better correlator because several of the small galaxies plotted here are producing similar numbers of WR stars compared to NGC 1569 and the LMC. Five galaxies (SMC, IC 10, NGC 2403, Mrk 178, and Mrk 209) all seem to have a relatively low level of recent star formation efficiency.
Finally, Figure 9 is a plot of the number of WR stars versus the ionized hydrogen (H ii)
-21 -mass, and the Figure 7 ordinate error bars are again used here for the correlated data. This graph, though again sparse on good data for other WR galaxies, shows a positive relation between the number of Wolf-Rayet stars and the mass of H ii (given such a conclusion is strongly weighted on the SMC and IC 10). Such is not surprising, given that the young clusters containing WR stars also contain prodigious numbers of O-stars which ionize the surrounding gas. The abscissa lower limits derived from spectral properties in (Guseva et al. 2000) also follow this trend. Several of the lower limits fall within the good data and could signify that the majority of the ionized hydrogen mass fell within the slit. The two lower limits at the right were probably slit locations over larger Markarian galaxies.
The comparisons between NGC 1569 and other WR and nearby galaxies shown in
Figures 7-9 further support the idea that NGC 1569 is seen to be in a "post-starburst"
phase, but has had a major, even eruptive, very recent starburst. While the mass of NGC 1569 is ∼30 times less than the LMC, it has approximately similar numbers of WR stars, similar blue luminosity, and a larger H ii mass. By comparison with the SMC and IC 10, which have similar to slightly higher dynamical masses, they have fewer WR stars compared to NGC 1569. This, coupled with the extensive system of ionized filaments seen in NGC 1569 (Heckman et al. 1995) , suggests that the magnitude of the very recent (∼10 Myr) starburst in NGC 1569 was exceptional. Today, the numbers of WR stars and H ii mass found for NGC 1569 reflect the relatively recent end of this starburst, compared to other nearby, star-forming Im galaxies of comparable mass like the SMC and IC 10. In this respect, NGC 1569 still retains the properties of starbursting blue-compact dwarf galaxies compared to typical irregular (Im) systems. Possibly in another 50 Myr or so, NGC 1569
will have properties more similar to the SMC, IC 10, and other irregular systems of similar mass.
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Summary
Using HST WFPC2 imagery, we find the following on the morphology and location of
He ii sources in the post-starburst galaxy NGC 1569.
1. Seven He ii sources are associated with a star, indicating that they are WR stars.
The four WR stars with both magnitudes and colors are consistent with LMC WN stars.
Spectroscopy of the individual WR stars will be performed to confirm their spectral class.
2. Five clusters have associated He ii. All clusters (excluding SSC A) have emission which would be due to 2-4 WNL equivalent WR stars. SSC A, which was discovered by González-Delgado et al. (1997) to have 25-40 WNL equivalent WR stars, has about 50 WNL equivalents according to our study. et al. (1997) showed that SSC A was a superposition of two separate clusters. We have shown the redder of their two clusters (SSC A1) is the location of a higher concentration of red supergiants, and the WR stars are more concentrated in SSC A2. The coexistence of these two populations is consistent with massive stellar evolution.
De Marchi
4. Three sources close to SSC A were unidentified. The interpretation for these sources is that the emission is nebular in origin and possibly related to SSC A. However, all three have He ii emission comparable to the WR stars detected in this survey.
5. The total detected number of WR stars in NGC 1569 is 51±19. The estimated total number of WR stars in NGC 1569 is 78±51.
If some of these sources are nebular in origin, they could be attributed to either hot stellar ionizing continua (which requires the presence of WR stars in most models) or photoionization due to X-rays. Presently, preliminary analysis of the Chandra observations of this object do not show any of our sources near X-ray sources. However, the model of Schaerer & Vacca (1998) and data from KS97 derive similar starburst ages to those from -23 -previous and recent stellar models. Therefore, a majority of the nebular He ii is associated with the ionizing continua of the massive stars.
This paper is the first in a series of papers on the morphological interaction between the starburst and interstellar medium of NGC 1569. Using other WFPC2 interference-filter images, we will examine next the detailed morphology of the ionized gas components. The excitation mechanisms of the ionized gas will be modeled both empirically and theoretically, and compared with the neutral and molecular gas distribution.
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We would also like to thank Henry Kobulnicky for allowing us to look at his thesis , and 10% level of the peak He ii emission for that object. C3 has contours at the 100%, 80%, 60%, and 40% level of the peak He ii emission. Wolf-Rayet Numbers for the other galaxies come from the following references: SMC (van der Hucht 1996), LMC (Breysacher, Azzopardi, & Testor 1999) , MWG (van der Hucht 1999), IC 10 (Massey et al. 1992) , NGC 2403 (Drissen et al. 1999 ) and others (Vacca & Conti 1992; Guseva et al. 2000) . Absolute blue magnitudes were taken from the NASA/IPAC Extragalactic Database (NED), de Vaucouleurs & Pence (1978) , Thuan & Martin (1981) , Bergvall & Olofsson (1986) , Thronson et al. (1990) , Kobulnicky et al. (1995) , and Guseva et al. (2000) . The enlarged, solid NGC 1569 datum point is the detected number of Wolf-Rayet stars. The enlarged, hollow NGC 1569 datum point is the estimated number of Wolf-Rayet stars.
-31 - (Thuan & Martin 1981) , and others (Thuan & Martin 1981; Jackson et al. 1987; Dufour & Hester 1990; Taylor et al. 1993; Kobulnicky et al. 1995) . The enlarged, solid NGC 1569 datum point is the detected number of Wolf-Rayet stars. The enlarged, hollow NGC 1569 datum point is the estimated number of Wolf-Rayet stars.
-32 - Fig. 9 .-Log-Log plot of the number of Wolf-Rayet stars versus the H ii mass of the galaxy.
Square data points are total measurements of the H ii mass. Triangle data points with associated arrows are lower limits of the H ii mass computed using data from Guseva et al. (2000) and Viallefond & Goss (1986) . Wolf-Rayet Numbers for the other galaxies come from the following references: SMC (van der Hucht 1996), LMC (Breysacher, Azzopardi, & Testor 1999 ), IC 10 (Massey et al. 1992 , NGC 2403 (Drissen et al. 1999 ) and others (Vacca & Conti 1992; Izotov et al. 1997; Massey & Johnson 1998b; Bransford et al. 1999; Guseva et al. 2000) . H ii masses were derived using the empirical formula from Kennicutt (1988) , which states that the mass of H ii equals 1.2×10 5 L(Hα)× 10 −39 M ⊙ . The luminosity of Hα came from the following sources: SMC & LMC (Kennicutt et al. 1995) , NGC 1569 (Waller 1991 ), IC 10 (Thronson et al. 1990 ), NGC 2403 (Sivan et al. 1990) , and others (Viallefond & Goss 1986; Dufour & Hester 1990; van den Broek et al. 1991; Vacca & Conti 1992; Walterbros & Braun 1994; Mendez et al. 1999; Guseva et al. 2000) . The enlarged, solid NGC 1569 datum point is the detected number of Wolf-Rayet stars. The enlarged, hollow NGC 1569 datum point is the estimated number of Wolf-Rayet stars.
-33 - Drissen (1997) c E(B-V) NGC1569 = 0.7 ± 0.09 from Devost, Roy, & Drissen (1997) d Numbers in parentheses are 1σ uncertainties.
-35 - Drissen (1997) c E(B-V) NGC1569 = 0.7 ± 0.09 from Devost, Roy, & Drissen (1997) d Numbers in parentheses are 1σ uncertainties.
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